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terms, and an Act, known as the Act of Settlement, was
passed, confirming the distribution of the Irish land, of which
we have seen the main outlines. Meanwhile, however, an
incident had occurred which threw everything into confusion
again. A Commission had been appointed to decide who
"were innocent Papists"; and, strange to say, many more
Catholic owners contrived to satisfy the iniquitous test of
"innocence" than Charles and his advisers had deemed
possible. The "English interest" hi Ireland broke out into
wrath; an insurrection was threatened by the Cromwellian
soldiers; the Castle was for some time in danger. After
v months of delay and bickerings of all kinds a compromise was
at last effected; an Act of " Explanation" was added to the
Act of Settlement The adventurers and the soldiers were
forced or induced to surrender a third part of their lands; the
Catholic owners adjudged ft innocent '* were reinstated; and a
few were restored by the special favour of the King. But the
great body of the Catholic owners, from 3000 to 4000 in
number, were not allowed to try to make proof of "innocence";
they were shut out from all hope of relief; they were deprived
of their ancestral estates for ever, an act of the grossest and
most cruel injustice. Many of the injured class carried their
swords to the Continent, and became another contingent of
exiles eager to avenge their wrongs on the English name.
The settlement of the Irish land thus effected was
alike unwise and unjustifiable. The dominant Church of a
caste regained all that it had lost; courtiers and favourites'
obtained possessions to which they had no claim; the
Cromwellian forfeitures, immense and unjust, were to a
considerable extent ratified; thousands of despoiled owners
were deprived of their rights; the seeds were thickly sown of a
harvest of evil The most striking feature certainly of the
scheme, and that attended by the most lasting results, was the
confirmation, in a very great degree, of the huge confiscation